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TREE LIGHTING
at the TOWN PARK on

December 20, 2014
6:00 PM

* CAROLING *

* Hot Cocoa *=

Contact Jodi Hostetter at jlhstetter@zmail.com



Kinder Morgan pipeline update

To date, over 40 communities across Massachusetts including Richmond, Lenox, Pittsfield,
and Dalton have passed non-binding resolutions opposing corporate energy giant Kinder
Morgan’s plan for building a huge gas pipeline through our state. A growing number of
legislators have also spoke out in opposition to the plan. Why such opposition?

Please plan to attend the Selectmen’s Meeting on Monday, Dec. 8 at 7:15 pm for a special
presentation by Jane Winn of Berkshire Environmental Action Team (BEAT) and Rosemary
Wessel of No Fracked Gas in Mass regarding the Kinder Morgan/Tennessee Gas proposed
pipeline project. In August Kinder Morgan came to town to tout their multi-billion dollar, high-
pressure pipeline which would transport natural gas from Pennsylvania fracking sites eastward
through New York and Massachusetts, including a section through the Town of Washington. On
Dec. 8, Jane and Rose will explain why this pipeline is harmful to our environment, our climate,
our health, our communities, and our checkbooks.

On Monday December 15 at 7:15 pm, the Selectmen have scheduled a Special Town
Meeting. One of the items to be voted on at the meeting will be a non-binding resolution to ban
Kinder Morgan’s proposed gas pipeline expansion in Washington Massachusetts. Copies of
the resolution will be available at the Dec 8th informational meeting. For further info about the
meeting or the resolution, you can contact Dave Drugmand at drugmand3@gmail.com.

Thank you from the Washington Scholarship Committee to everyone in our community
who contributed—by baking, by working at the bake sale tables, by purchasing baked
|goods, or by giving a donation—to the outstanding success of the Washington
Scholarship Fund’s bake sale on Election Day! This once-every-two-year event realized
$871 for scholarships for our local college-bound students. All cookies, pies, cakes,
[pbreads, and jams were sold before the polls closed. Thank you for getting the word out,
and thank you for this terrific response. See you in 2016!

Due to the holidays:
The deadline for the January Tracks will be Monday, December 21st.

The transfer station will be closed Dec 24 and 31 - So plan ahead. :)



To our fellow Washington residents: December 2014

Our Tax Collector, Belinda Phillips, is stepping down after many years of outstanding service to the Town. The
Select Board has appointed our Assistant Tax Collector, Sue McGrath, on an interim basis. If you or anyone you
know in Town has an interest in (and some expertise with) the position of Tax Collector, please let us know
soon. This is currently an elected position, but if we need to look outside Washington we will have to change it
to appointed.

At the November 10 Special Town meeting our voters, after a lively discussion, decided to only include funding
for the engineering of a new culvert on Cross Place Road and not Lower Sargent or Lower Valley. Since the
Town has been notified that the culverts on Lower Valley and Lower Sargent Road are dangerous, the Board
decided to close off both roads until such time as funding is available.

* One of the issues that weighed on the voters’ thinking was the failure of the bridge on Middlefield Road.
While it has only moderate impact on Washington residents it is vital for our neighbors in Middlefield and
must be re-opened as soon as possible. The Board engaged Phil Clark to design a new structure. Phil
has already secured a temporary bridge like the one on Cross Place and we will install it once DOT gives
the go-ahead.

In another lively discussion at the STM, the voters opted not to take a stand on the proposed pipeline or fund
the Town’s participation in an ad hoc advocacy group of Berkshire communities that the Berkshire Regional
Planning Commission (BRPC) has formed until after additional presentations:

* BEAT (Berkshire Environmental Action Team) and a group called NoFrackedGasinMass who are both
opposed to the pipeline, will present at 7:15 on Monday December 8 at the Washington Town Hall.
Lenox, Pittsfield, and Dalton, all of whom would be far more affected by the current route than
Washington, have expressed opposition.

* BRPC will present at 7:15 on Monday December 15, followed by an STM at 7:45 in which the voters will
decide whether to participate. There will also be an STM warrant item prepared by Dave Drugmand
expressing opposition to the pipeline.

* The primary responsibility of the Select Board is making sure that our residents are impacted as little as
possible and kept informed; our next consideration is to support our neighbors. But we caution everyone
that if the pipeline goes forward the route will not be fixed for another year so we must stay engaged.

Wired West — the cooperative the Town belongs to along with 44 other communities — and the MA Broadband
Institute (MBI) presented to a packed house of municipal officials on November 18 at the Becket Town Hall
about the next steps to bring high speed internet to every member household. MBI will put $40 million in state
grant money towards a total cost of $100-120 million.

A third item on the STM ballot will be a resolution to see if the Town will participate in a cooperative buying
agreement for electric power; each household can choose to do so.

There will be no Select Board meeting either December 22 or December 29. Have a safe and enjoyable holiday
season — and please come to the Town Hall for the December 8 presentation on the proposed pipeline and for
the December 15 STM!

Jim Huebner Shaun Lennon Mike Case
Select Board Chair Select Board Clerk Select Board



Washington Tracks
Town Hall

8 Summit Hill Rd.
Washington, MA 01223

www.washington-ma.com

Merry Christmas * Happy Hanukkah * Happy Kwanzaa

Joyous Solstice * Happy Human Light

Support Our Local Businesses

The Becket General

30 Washington Street

Becket, MA 01223

Heather Anello, owner

Coffee bar, Deli, Sandwiches & Pizza
Beer, Wine, Groceries & Dairy Products
Ph: 623.5700 / Fax: 623.5707

Bucksteep Manor

Casual fun atmosphere

885 Washington Mt. Rd

Washington, MA

(413)623.5535

The Bucksteep Pub will be open with light fare
Friday 11am-4pm

Saturday 11am-4pm

Sunday 11am-4pm

Horace Mann Insurance Agency

Po Box 772 Becket Ma. 01223. Phone
413)623-2112.

Fax 413)623-5551.

Provide all Personal Lines of Insurance. Provide
Financial and retirement products too.

Independent Stampin' Up! Demonstrator
Sue Paquette

623.5918

"quality stamp sets, card stock, ink pads, etc -
| offer creative & fun parties for you and your
friends in your home or mine.

Justice of the Peace
Dorothy Filanowska

(413) 446-6921 /
dora@justicedora.com
http://www.justicedora.com

Mark Newton's

Full Service Pet and Home
Care, also light ground
maintenance, minor home
repair & snow plowing

Pet sitting in your home: Dogs,
Cats, Horses, and so much
more Passionate, Reliable, and
Caring.

413 623-2254 or email:
markspetcare @gmail.com

Hilltowns Veterinary Clinic

Dr. Sharon Lynch, MVB

133 South Washington State Rd
Washington, MA 01223

Phone: (413)623-5329
www.hilltownsvetclinic.com

Your Way Computer

Frank Kennedy

1153 Washington Mt. Road
Washington, MA 01223

Call: 623.5180 / Fax: 623.2018
E-Mail:
carolandfranksr@carolandfrank.
com

By appointment only

Summit Hill Campground

34 Old Middlefield Rd.

Washington, Ma. 01223
413-623-5761

Great Family Camping

Tents,R.V.s Motor Homes

Full Hook Ups

Pet Friendly

Seasonals Welcomed

Events scheduled May through sept
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