
March 2016

Attention high school seniors.  As spring approaches, you realize that graduation is 
just around the corner and contemplate what the future will bring.  Any high school 
senior who is a resident of the Town of Washington and is planning to further his/her 
education is eligible to apply for a Washington Scholarship.  Applications, which are due 
by April 15, are available by contacting Linda Levernoch at 623-8309.  Congratulations 
and best wishes to the Class of 2016.

Friday, March 18, 2016              COA Potluck Dinner

      Dinner 5:30 pm to 6:30 pm

Attendees select Movie, 6:30 pm til ?

Bring what you can, you guys and gals are great!

   Happy St. Patrick’s Day! 
WASHINGTON SENIORS INVITED. 😊
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To our Washington neighbors:                March 2016 

Our State Senator, Ben Downing, announced that he will not seek re-election this November. Ben has 
been a good friend to the Town and we wish him all the best in any new direction he chooses. 
  
Peter Blake, our former Veterans’ Agent, has brought forward a design for the proposed addition to the 
Veteran’s memorial at the Old Town Hall that will include the names of all who have served since the 
Town was founded. The Board has asked Eyal Shapira to assist in fund-raising to realize the design. 
Anyone desiring to help in any way please contact Mr. Shapira. 

• We have also resolved our need for a new Veterans’ Agent by signing an inter-municipal 
agreement with Pittsfield. The cost will be capped at roughly what we have budgeted. Thanks to 
Mike Case who served as interim Agent and who made the agreement with Pittsfield happen! 

Phil Clark recommended that the existing abutments to the Middlefield Road bridge need to be 
reinforced or replaced. The Board agreed and, while this will add some cost to the project it remains 
within the approved budgetary limits. The bridge will be replaced this summer.  

Select Board Chair Jim Huebner attended the first meeting of the Community Compact municipalities 
organized by our State Representative, Smitty Pignatelli on February 4. The group will work on 
identifying projects to reduce costs and improve services. Potential projects were discussed, including 
ambulance service; common personnel policies and practice; shared expertise for benefits and other 
technical support. Several other participants joined Jim in asking Smitty for help with the MBI/
WiredWest controversy that appears to be delaying implementation of broadband. 

• Although the Director of MBI has resigned it is not yet clear whether this state agency is going to 
help or hinder the construction of the fiber optic network in Town that we so desperately need for 
our economic future because the Baker Administration has put last-mile broadband on "pause".  

• Despite this Board’s protest Steve Nelson, Washington's delegate to WiredWest, was asked to 
step down from the WiredWest Executive Committee after nearly five years of volunteer service. 
Although Steve will remain active in the organization, this suggests that WiredWest may be 
kowtowing to MBI rather than acting in the Town’s best interest. 

  
We have terminated our contract with Holden Engineering for the design and replacement of the Cross 
Place bridge. Holden failed to comply with our specified time frame, which delayed the new bridge a 
year and did not even submit useful plans. We have hired HCS Engineering to complete the work and 
expect to let construction bids this spring. 

We are still waiting for a response from DOT to our demand for the resolution of issues with their 
proposed schedule and alternate routing during the reconstruction of the Summit Hill bridge over the 
CSX tracks. We have also reached out to Senator Downing for his help.   

The detailed plans for the complete reconstruction of Washington Mountain Road are available for 
review at the Town Hall under the care of our Town Clerk, Alison Mikaniewicz. 

We hope that everyone took the time to vote in the March 1 primary. Democracy’s success and the 
responsiveness of government is directly proportion to citizens’ participation! 

Jim Huebner    Shaun Lennon    Mike Case  
Select Board Chair   Select Board Clerk   Select Board 



2016 Town Election Nomination Papers 

Nomination papers for the 2016 town election are now available from the Town Clerk.  
Offices that will be on the ballot this year are: 
 • Auditor: 2 year unexpired term 
 • Finance Committee: 3 year term 
 • Finance Committee: 3 year term 
 • Moderator: 3 year term 
 • Planning Board: 5 year term 
 • Select Board: 3 year term 
 • Tax Collector: 3 year term 

If you are interested in running for any of the above positions, please contact the Town 
Clerk to obtain nomination papers.  The deadline to take out papers is Wednesday, March 
30, 2016. 

The nomination papers must be completed, signed by at least 25 registered voters 
residing in Washington and submitted to the Town Clerk by Friday, April 1, 2016. 

Questions?  413-623-2185 or washingtontownclerk@yahoo.com 
--------------------------------------------------------------- 
2016 Annual Town Meeting Warrant Petitions 

If you have an article you would like included on the 2016 Annual Town Meeting Warrant, 
you must submit a petition with the wording of the article and the signatures of at least 
25 registered voters from Washington. 

The deadline for submitting a petition to the Town Clerk is Monday, April 4, 2016. 
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www.washington-ma.com

Independent Stampin' Up! Demonstrator
Sue Paquette
623.5918
"quality stamp sets, card stock, ink pads, etc - 
I offer creative & fun parties for you and your 
friends in your home or mine.

The Becket General 
30 Washington Street
Becket, MA 01223
Heather Anello, owner
Coffee bar, Deli, Sandwiches & Pizza
Beer, Wine, Groceries & Dairy Products
Ph: 623.5700 / Fax: 623.5707

Your Way Computer
Frank Kennedy
1153 Washington Mt. Road
Washington, MA 01223
Call: 623.5180 / Fax: 623.2018
E-Mail: 
carolandfranksr@carolandfrank.
com
By appointment only

Horace Mann Insurance Agency 
Po Box 772 Becket Ma. 01223. Phone 
413)623-2112. 
Fax 413)623-5551. 
Provide all Personal Lines of Insurance. Provide 
Financial and retirement products too.

Support Our Local Businesses

Justice of the Peace
Dorothy Filanowska
(413) 446-6921 / 
dora@justicedora.com
http://www.justicedora.com

Mark Newton's
Full Service Pet and Home 
Care, also light ground 
maintenance, minor home 
repair & snow plowing
Pet sitting in your home: Dogs, 
Cats, Horses, and so much 
more  Passionate, Reliable, and 
Caring.
413 623-2254 or email:
markspetcare@gmail.com

Hilltowns Veterinary Clinic
Dr. Sharon Lynch, MVB
133 South Washington State Rd
Washington, MA 01223
Phone: (413)623-5329
www.hilltownsvetclinic.com

Summit Hill Campground
34 Old Middlefield Rd.
Washington, Ma. 01223
 413-623-5761
 Great Family Camping
Tents,R.V.s Motor Homes
Full  Hook Ups
 Pet Friendly
Seasonals Welcomed
Events scheduled May through sept

Email your TRACKS info by the 25th of the month to: 
mrsabeski@mac.com  

Please put TRACKS in the subject line. 

Washington Tracks 
Town Hall  
8 Summit Hill Rd. 
Washington, MA 01223

Happy St. Patrick’s Day!
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